Washington State BILL
House of Representatives ANALYSIS

Office of Program Research

L ocal Gover nment Committee
HB 2484

Brief Description: Concerning ad hoc review board processes for annexation proposals.

Sponsors. Representatives Moeller and Dunn.

Brief Summary of Bill

*  Repeals statutes and references related to temporary annexation review boards in non-
code cities and towns.

Hearing Date: 1/15/08
Staff: Ethan Moreno (786-7386).
Background:

Current law authorizes multiple methods for municipal annexations. While code and non-code
cities and towns have separate statutory requirements for governance and operation, the
annexation methods employed are generally similar. A summary of the methodsis as follows:

*  Resolution/election method - requires approval of city or town resolutions by voters residing
in the proposed annexation area;

»  Petition/election method - includes initiatives petitioned by and approved by the voters
residing in the proposed annexation area;

»  Direct petition method - requires approval of direct petitions signed by property owners
comprising a specific percentage of land value, without voter action. An aternative direct
petition method based upon the signatures of qualifying property owners and registered
voters meeting specified criteriawas enacted into law in 2003; and

*  Resolution only method - includes annexations for municipal purposes approved by a
majority of the city or town legidlative body, or other actions not requiring voter or property
owner action.

In 2003 the Legislature aso enacted a new annexation method by which certain cities and towns
planning under the major provisions of the Growth Management Act may annex qualifying
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territory by ordinance if specific requirements, including the negotiation of interlocal agreements
between the participating jurisdictions, are satisfied.

Annexation Review Bodies - Boundary Review Boards and Temporary Review Boards
Annexations may be subject to review by a Boundary Review Board (Board), areview body
authorized in statute to guide and control the creation and growth of municipalitiesin metropolitan
areas. While statute provides for the establishment of Boards in counties with at least 210,000
residents, current law provides that a Board may be created and established in any county.

If aqualifying annexation proposal affecting a non-code city or town is made in a county that is
not subject to a Board, the mayor of the affected city or town must convene atemporary
annexation review board (temporary board) consisting of the chair of the applicable county
commission, the Director of the Department of Community Trade, and, Economic Development,
and two citizen appointees. The mayor also serves on the temporary board, and statute allows
alternates to be designated in place of the temporary board members.

The temporary board, within three months, must determine whether the annexation would be in
the public'sinterest and welfare, and whether it isin the best interest of affected local
governments and political subdivisions. Additionally, governing officials of these local
governments and subdivisions must assist the temporary board in its review efforts.

In making a determination for or against annexation, the temporary board is guided by, but not
limited to, specified factors, including:

*  Theimmediate and prospective populations of the area to be annexed,;
*  Theassessed valuation of the areato be annexed, and its relationship to population; and
*  Thehistory of and prospects for construction of improvements in the area to be annexed.

A favorable determination by the temporary board is an essential condition precedent to the
annexation of territory to acity or town under the resolution/election or petition/election methods.

Upon receipt by the county commissioners of atemporary review board's determination favoring
an annexation initiated by resol ution/election method, the commissioners, or the city or town
legidative body for a qualifying municipality, must establish an annexation el ection date that
conforms with specified timing requirements.

If the proposed annexation is to be executed through the resolution/election or petition/election
method, and if the area proposed for annexation is less than ten acres and has an assessed
valuation of less than $800,000, the temporary board review procedures are dispensed with.

Summary of Bill:

Statutes and references related to temporary annexation review boards in non-code cities and
towns are repeal ed.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Not requested.
Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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